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walf you want to feel the kinetic rush of
#* beautiful bodies in flight, go see Duato's
Compania Nacional de Danza.”
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In listening to Debussy's pastoral
music, Duato has interpreted the
composer's "nature sound" as an
almost sculptural work, visualising
shapes rather than relationships
hetween people or events.
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The prestigious Czech choreographer
Jiri Kylian chose the slow tempos
from two of Mozart's most beautiful
piano concertos. The roles of the
dancers, especially in partnerships,
symbolize such elements as
aggression, sexuality, vulnerability,
foolishness and silence.
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Avoiding the use of hackneyed
folk elements, Duato chose instead
to communicate the sensuality of
the landscape, the cultural "roots"
which lie in the very essence of
the earth, heightened by wind
sounds and constant percussion of
beating water.
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Duato's engrossing conceptual work
is set to the stirring music of
Alberto Iglesias. It explores
philosophical questions and
quandaries about the nature of self.
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Combining the beautifully textured
music of the Spanish Renaissance
with the inspired verses of Spanish
poet Garcilaso de la Vega, Duato
pays tribute to the important social
function of dance in the 15th and
16th centuries.
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Set to choral works by Bach,
eminent Dutch choreographer
Hans van Manen's work of dance
poetry places the male and female
dancers in opposition, in a sort of
sensual competition, with
powerful and militant moments
coming to resol{fion in'lyrical and
tender duets. :

RTHK Radio 4 (FM stereo 97.6-98.9). Presenter Jonathan Douglas
talks to Nacho Duato in Artbeat at 1:15pm on Saturday, 7/2/1998.
A translated extract in Cantonese will be featured in Happy Hour

at 4:30pm on Monday, 9/2/1998.

i H ]G] 54K  Please refer to the 1998 Hong Kong Arts Festival Programme & Booking Guide for further details.

5 13/12/97 BEAE & T B NG # S IE 3 5 Tickets available at all URBTIX outlets from 13/12/97
(R 20/12/97 B3 Student tickets available from 20/12/97)
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The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust

KRG B The 1998 Hong Kong Arts Festival is supported by the following three funding bodies:

Provisional Urban Council
BRTHR
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This exciting Spanish group is among the most
highly regarded dance companies in Europe and
one of the most sought-after acts in the world.
Stunning choreography and a high degree of
technical precision have made the group famous
for performances that must be seen to he
helieved. A large part of that fame can be traced
to the company's ingenious Artistic Director
Nacho Duato.

Originally conceived as the National Ballet
Company of Spain, the company is noted for
employing classical training and technique in the
rendering of sensational contemporary dance.
Combining the spirit of the past and the freedom
of modern gestures, the visually enthralling
performances transport the audience to a
universe of emotions and images, highlighted by
a mystical vocabulary and universal themes. In
works both abstract and strongly conceptual, the
seemingly inexhaustible troupe of 30 dancers
displays a virtuosity unmatched in modern dance
circles. Young, dynamic and technically
impeccable, they execute their art in a manner
that is artistically polished and aesthetically
fascinating.

For its Hong Kong Arts Festival
appearances, the Compania Nacional de
Danza will perform six distinctive works,

A

set to music that varies from Debussy to
Andalusian folk music and works from
the Spanish Renaissance. Although th

group's repertoire includes specially
commissioned choreographies by such
eminent names as Jiri Kylian and Hans
van Manen, it is the
e | sublime creations of
| Nacho Duato for which
the company is most
prized, and those that
lend it a unique and

captivating flavour.

| Running time:
| approx 2 hrs 15 mins
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"Nacho Duato asserts himself among "Superb dancers, impeccable §
the greatest and most original technique, perfect coordination, 1 a
creators of his time; movements of an exceptional g
a choreographer who masters richness and density. With Nacho | ;
movement, space and light." Duato, the expression ‘choreographic
')
LE FIGARO language’ reaches all its meaning.” ey - ’H' il Nacho Duato
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Originally trained as a dancer of
classical ballet by some of the most
prestigious schools in Europe and
New York, Nacho Duato soon
discovered a prodigious aptitude
for choreography. His early
successes lead to international
awards and requests from Les
Ballets des Monte Carlo, Deutsche
Opera Ballet, Stuttgart Ballet,
Nederlands Dans Theatre and
others for his visionary brand of
ballet. By stylistically fusing the
classical and the contemporary,
Duato has taken dance to a new
level, mesmerizing spectators and
critics all over the world. The
passion of Duato's choreography is
a testament to his Valencian
heritage, yet the exquisite subtlety
and precision of his gestures are
deeply rooted in the traditional
discipline. Over the last seven
years, Duato's versatility and
apparently limitless creativity has
transformed the identity of the
Compania Nacional de Danza, giving
ey it a highly regarded profile in the
M"*intemational dance panorama.
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Members of the Compania Nacional de Danza
are flown in by
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| 3¢/% 45 A 3 MEET-THE-ARTIST (posT-pERFoRMANG)
| AV - #L5iK) NACHO DUATO | =/ Mar | 7,

AMar | 4. 5007 5o B | BLE7:30pm | $550 $450 $150 | B Student $175 $125 $75

‘A Mar | 8, | F¥2:30pm | $450 3350 $120 | Bk Student $140 $100 $60
ACH O KEIBE Cultural Centre Grand Theatre
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