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Sherover Theatre, Jerusalem 38/5 - 15/6

May 29, at 9 p.m. {J < @9

May 30, 31 ,at 8:30 p.m. <
VUIWN TIDN N - e Y m

June 1, at 6 p.m. ISRAEL FESTIVAL 7% "% JERUSALEM

COMPANIA NACIONAL DE DANZA

Artistic Director: Nacho Duato

ROMEO AND JULIET

Ballet in two acts

Music: Sergei Prokofiev
Choreography: Nacho Duato

General concept of costumes, scenography and lighting: Nacho Duato

Costume design: Lourdes Frias
Scenic design: Carlos Pujol and Pablo Rueda (Centre Cultural Sant Cugat)
Lighting: Nicolas Fischtel (based on the work of Miguel Angel Camacho)
Music recorded by the Bohemian Orchestra conducted by Pedro Alcalde

dancers:
Romeo: Ivano Rossetti Julict: Mar Baudesson

Juliet's Mother: Lesley Telford

Juliet's Father: Thomas Klein

Mercutio: Luis Martin Oya

Tybalt: Patrick de Bana
Nurse: Yoko Taira
Paris: Nicolas Maire
Benvolio: Sebastien Mari
The Capulets: Luisa Maria Arias, Emilija Jovanovic, Ana Maria Lopez, Ruth Maroto,
Alexandra Scott, Muriel Romero, Karen Waldie, José A. Beguiristain, Nicolo Fonte,

Demond Hart, Livio Panieri

The Montagues: Iratxe Ansa, Emanuelle Broncin, Africa Guzman, Catherine Habasque, Cristina
Hortiguela, Elia Lozano, Antonio Calero, Toni Fabre, Jesus Pastor



Artistic Director: Nacho Duato
Artistic Coordinator: Kevin Irving
Assistant to the Artistic Director: Carlos Iturrioz
Ballet Mistress: Irena Milovan
Pianist: Jeronimo Maesso
Production: Isabel Sanchez
Press and Public Relations: Maite Villanueva
Administration: Carmen Arranz
Technical Director: Adolfo Myer
Asst. Tech. Director: Paco Segura

Technical Staff: Marcelo Suarez, Luis Garcia, Lucas Gonzalez, Juan Carlos Gallardo,
Jesus Santos, Pedro Alvaro, Ignacio Rodriguez, Javier Cabellos, Rafa Gimenez, Reyes
Sanchez, Ismael Aznar, Genoveva Bon, Juana Cuesta, Valeriana Bon, Jose Luis Mora

Physiotherapists: Mateo Martin, Francisco Manzanera
World premiere by Compania Nacional de Danza, 8th January, 1998

Length of performance: approx. 150 min. (including intermission)

INAEM - Ministerio de educacion y cultura

The Israel Festival, Jerusalem wishes to thank Mr. Julio Alvarez whose generous help
made possible the tour of the company to Israel.



Compania Nacional de Danza

The Spanish National Dance Company was founded in 1979. At first it was named
Ballet Nacional de Espania Classico. Victor Ullate, a former soloist of Maurice Bejart's
"Ballet of the XXth Century", was appointed as its first artistic director.

Maria de Avila became its artistic director in 1983. She added works by such
choreographers as George Balanchine and Antony Tudor to its repertory and invited the
American-born dancer Ray Barra to be her assistant director, a post he held until 1990.

In December 1987, the famous Russian ballerina Maya Plisetskaya was appointed artistic
director.

In 1990, Nacho Duato, the former soloist of the Nederlands Dans Theatre, became the
company's artistic director. Duato consolidated the company, led it forward and it has
since become a dance company of international renown. To achieve this goal, he added
many new works by other choreographers as well as creating many new works for it
himself. Without neglecting its classical concept, the company became more contemporary
in style. For Duato, the riches of Spanish culture and folklore constitute an inexhaustible
source of inspiration.

During his directorship, the company has built up a solid national and international
reputation, touring all over the world,receiving many important prizes. It has appeared
in many countries, among these France, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, Cuba, Taiwan,
Israel, Russia, Mexico, Italy, Venezuela, Japan, Argentina, Puerto Rico, the United
Kingdom, Canada, the U.S.A., Peru, Colombia, Holland, Belgium, Finland, Greece,
Brazil and Hong Kong.




Nacho Duato

Nacho Duato was born in 1957 in Valencia, Spain. At
the age of 18, he began his ballet education at the
Rambert School in London, later enrolled in the Mudra
School, founded and lead by Maurice Bejart in Brussels
and completed his studies at the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Center in New York.

In 1980, Duato signed his first professional contract
with the Gullberg Balletten in Stockholm. A year later,
Jiri Kylian brought him to his company, the Nederlands
Dans Theater in the Hague, where he quickly became
a leading soloist, receiving the VSCD Golden Dance
Award in 1987.

A year later he was appointed Resident Choreographer of the NDT. His choreographic
work soon became well known and he was invited to create for many companies, among
them the Cullberg Balletten, Les Grands Ballets Canadiens, the ballet of the Deutsche
Oper in Berlin, Australian Ballet, Ballet Gulbenkian of Portugal, the Finnish Opera ballet
and the American Ballet Theatre.

In 1995 he became a Chevalier dans 'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, bestowed by the
government of France and in 1998 the Spanish government awarded him the Golden
Medal of Merit in Fine Arts.

Duato was invited by the Spanish Ministry of Culture to lead the Compania Nacional
de Danza in 1990, a post which he holds till this day.




Romeo and Juliet

Romeo and Juliet is the first full-length ballet created by Nacho Duato for the Compania
Nacional de Danza with two acts, based on the music composed by Sergei Prokofiev.
It faithfully follows Shakespeare's tragedy about the star-crossed lovers of Verona. All
the thirty dancers comprising the company take part in it.

Undoubtedly, creating Romeo and Juliet was a challenge for the choreographer, as well
as for all other artists involved in its creation. According to Nacho Duato, the idea of
creating a ballet based on a work by Shakespeare was in his mind for many years. When
he felt he and his dancers were ready for this formidable task, he decided to take this
important step in his career as a choreographer.

Romeo and Juliet was originally commissioned by the Bolshoi Ballet in 1934. A year
later Prokofiev completed the score, but due to several difficulties that arose, staging
it was postponed indefinitely.

The first performance took place in
December, 1938, in Brno (capital of
Moravia, in the Czech Republic). The
choreographer was a well-known Czech
artist, Ivo Vania Psota. In 1940 the Kirov
Ballet (of St. Petersburg, then Leningrad),
premiered its version, created by the
choreographer Leonid Lavrovski with
Galina Ulanova in the role of Juliet.

Since then, numerous versions have been
presented all over the world. Among the
distiguished choreographers who used
Prokofiev's music were Frederick Ashton,
John Cranko, John Neumeier, Laszlo
Seregi, Kenneth MacMillan, Heinz
Spoerli, Angelin Preljocaj and many
others.

Nacho Duato has attempted to create a
humanistic version of the tragedy, bringing
it closer to contemporary men and women,
always by means of movement. Duato's
work focuses on the expression of
Shakepeare's drama through dance alone,

discarding other theatrical elements.

Duato’s version of Romeo and Juliet is not just the particular story of the protagonists,
but also emphasizes the universal aspects, which were always present in Shakepeare's
play: how passion and love can overcome the terrible obstacles of hatred und disregard
for other human beings' feelings, which separate and isolate them from one another. It
is therefore a story for all seasons, which carries a message for contemporary society
about the reality we live in.

The costumes for Romeo and Juliet were designed by Lourdes Frias. Her creations are
original and expressive. Her interests have led her from fashion and costume to the



related fields of design, such as painting
and industrial design. For ten years she
studied and worked with well-known
fashion designers in London. She returned
to her native Spain, to work with Adolfo
Dominguez.

Romeo and Juliet is her first collaboration
with Nacho Duato and her first attempt
at creating stage costumes. She regards
her designs as an integral part of the
choreography, adapting medieval aspects
of clothing to the moving human figure.
There is a clear oriental influence in her
work, reflected both in the designs
themselves and in the fabrics from Tibet
and India she has used in the costumes.

The scenic design for Romeo and Juliet
by Rueda and Pujol presents a visual
image of pure lines and open spaces,
lending itself to a wide spectrum, of stage
possibilities, being by its very nature
multifunctional.

Romeo and Juliet
A synopsis of the ballet

Act One

Romeo, a young man, the son of the Montague family of Verona, in love with a girl,
leaves the company of his friends to look for her. The townspeople gather in the market
place. Suddenly an argument between Tybalt, a nephew of the Capulets, and Romeo's
friends breaks out. As the Capulets and Montagues are implacable enemies, a fight
between them ensues. The Prince of Verona arrives and orders them to stop the fighting.

In her room, Juliet, a daughter of the Capulets, is with her nurse. Her parents enter and
introduce her to Paris, a young noble, who wishes to marry her.

Aball at the house of the Capulets. The guests arrive. Among them - disguised in a mask
- is Romeo. His friend Mercutio realizes Romeo is in love with Juliet. He tries to distract
Tybalt, but he recognises Romeo and orders him to leave the Capulets' house. But Juliet's
father intervenes and a quarrel is avoided.

Juliet, unable to sleep because of her thoughts about Romeo, comes onto the balcony
of her chamber. Romeo suddenly appears in the garden below her balcony. They profess
their love for each other.




Act Two

The townspeople are having fun in the market place. Romeo is in a pensive mood. Juliet's
nurse struggles through the crowd, looking for Romeo, to deliver from his beloved Juliet
a letter telling him she will be his bride.

The lovers are secretly married by Friar Lorenzo.

In a fight, Tybalt kills Mercutio. Romeo avenges his friend's death by killing Tybalt.
Because of his bloody deed, Romeo has to flee Verona.

Before Romeo leaves Verona for Mantua, the
lovers spend the night together. The nurse warns
her about her father's intent to marry her to Paris.
Juliet refuses to wed Paris, her father is enraged
and she runs to Friar Lorenzo for help. He gives
her a potion, which will make her seem dead.

That night Juliet consents to marry Paris. She
swallows the potion, and next morning her parents,
thinking she has committed suicide, mourn her
death. She is to be buried in the family vault.

In the meantime, Lorenzo has sent a message to
be delivered to Romeo, advising him to return to
Verona and take his beloved from the family grave,
after she has awakened.

Romeo, who has not received the message, is
stricken with grief when he hears that Juliet is
dead. He hurries to Verona, enters the vault and
encounters Paris, whom he kills. Seeing his beloved
dead, Romeo takes poison and dies. Juliet awakens
and seeing her lover is dead, takes his dagger and
kills herself. The lovers are finally united -- in death.

Grief over the tragic end of the lovers finally brings the Montagues and the Capulets to
end their feud.
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ISRAEL FESTIVAL ;

Support for Israeli artists and audience development

projects is raised by the Israel Festival Network which
%:atefully ackowledges the generous contribution of

t

e following sposors:

Free Outdoor Performances:

Anonymous

Andrea and Charles Bronfman

The Crown Family

The Doron Foundation for Education and Welfare
The Rockefeller Foundation

Israeli Productions in the Israel Festival:
The Beracha Foundation

Nathan Cummings Foundation

Delta Three, Inc.

Ticket Subsidies for Soldiers and Seniors:
Anonymous

International Members, Israel Festival Network
The Henry and Berenice Kaufmann Foundation
S.H. and Helen Scheuer Family Foundation

Business Sponsors for Festival Network Events:
Sara Lee Corporation
Tina Davis Design

Special Thanks to the Steering Committee of
e Israel Festival Network:
Idit Amihai, Deb Amold, Shula Ben Ari, Yoav Freiberg,

Israela Goldblum, Dorothy Harman, Sara Hazan, Janis Levine,

Debbie London-Ben Ami, Nirit Nelson, Shawn Slutsky,

Tina Davis-Snyder, Ruth Cummings Sorensen, Hanna Youval,

Linda Zisquit, Debra Pell.
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Israel Festival Network Membership as of April 1999 (list in formation):

Young Patrons
Karen Brooks Hopkins*, Mrs. Benjamin Josefsohn*, Honor McGee*, Elinor G. Ratnor*

Friends

Eva Chviatkowski*, Beatrice Cummings mayer*, Barbara & Oscar H. Feldman*, Yisraela and Amiram
Goldblum?*, Renata Perez Gordon, Sara Hazan, Dr. Gerald Pulvermacher*, Cindy Miller*, Nigel Savage,
Richard & Jeanne Siegel*, Dr. Jack Stern*, leon & Sandra Weiner

S
Harvey & Jayne Beker*, Jules & Lynn Kroll*

Supporters
Ruth & Stephen Durchslag*, Yoav Reinhard Freiberg

nsors
, James & Tina Davis Snyder, Elie C. Wurtman

Benefactors
The Crown Family*, Julie & Peter Cummings*, Ruth Cummings Sorensen, Mrs. Ann Kaplan-Fippinger,
Helene C. Karp*, Robert K. kraft Family Fund*, Debra F. Pell, Miriam & Henry Solan

Corporate/Business Patrons

To join the Israel Festival Network or to make a donation,
please contact the Israel Festival, Jerusalem, P.O. Box 4409,

Jerusalem 91044, Fax: 02-5669850.

Delta Three, Inc.
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* international members
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The Israel Festival, Jerusalem 1999
gratefully acknowledges support
from its public sponsors:
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We would like to thank the following
governments and their respective
embassies for their generous support:
: i The British Council,
Canada, France, Poland, Spain
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